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Some Background Information by Islamic extremists because of their Christian
faith.
The Plight of Iragi Chaldean Catholics

. _ ) In midMarch 2008, thé
Since Baghdad fell on April 9, 2003 endlng Satthaldean _ Cathol

REY 1dzaaSayQa wun &S NorbithbpSor MR

Iragis, more than 16% of the Iragi population, p ji0s Faraj Rahho ﬂzi
have lost their homes and became refugees. Affkidnapped by gunmal®
of June 2007, the United Nations estimates that, , q subsequent| ?v
2.2 milion lIragis had been displaced t0,und dead in a shak v/
neighboring countries. Most are fleeing system- 4., grave near
atic persecution and have no desire to return.

His two body guard

The United Nations reports that although Chris-anOI driver were killed.

tians mcludmgChaIdeans (the. major.lty sect), Chaldean Catholics who flee Iraq usually end up
Armenians and Syrian Catholicemprise less

0 , . _in refugee camps in Syria, Turkey, Jordan or
than 2% of Iraq's population, they make up al)Egypt. Sadly, they typically spend 2 to 3 years in

0 i 0
most 40% of the refugees fleeing Irag. Over 80 ese refugee camps before they are relocated.

of Iragi Christians have left the country. In 1987’Austra|ia, Germany, Greece, Jordan, the Neth-

the last Iragi census counted 1.4 million Chris- . .
tians. Since the end of the war Christians totalerlands’ Sweden, the United Kingdom and the

) United States are the leading countries who are
numbers have slumped to an estimated accepting Iragi refugees
200,000 (the exact number is not known). piing fraq gees.

As of the 2000 census there were 82 thousand
The  Christia Chaldean Catholics in the United States. Ac-
community In cording to theChaldean American Chamber of
Iraq currently Commercethere are now about 155 thousand
faces possible e Chaldean Catholics in the United States. About
tinction as a re 120 thousand are in the Detroit area and 35

sult of religious thousand are throughout the United States.
persecution

Christians in Ira
live with the daily &
threat of bomb- =
ings, kidnappings
beheadings, var
dalism, discrimil The Eparch
nation, extortion of St. Thomad

|0$S of jobs angEEchNWCIRtIeT ] the Apostle of
ultimately ~death. EEPAPRETPNPN CeRado e ¢l the Chaldeans
Christians in Ira since June 2004 in Southfieldi

are  terrorizeches e Ml which has five parishes in the Detroit area
from all sides |nC|Ud|ng Sunni, Shiite and Kdele&nd two in Chicago and The EparchysbfPeter the

extremists. Men, women and children are notApostle of the Chaldeansn San Diego which has six
just caught in the crossfire; they are targeted byparishes in California and one in Arizona.

There are twc
Chaldear
Catholic dio
ceses in the
United States

] g
St. Thomas Chaldean Church
West Bloomfield, Ml
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Chaldean Catholics are highly religious people in Seymour for its Divine Liturgy working with
who are proud of their Christian heritage. Bridge agreed to sponsor three Iragi Chaldean
They were converted to Christianity by Saint Catholic refugee families to come to Knoxville.
Thomas the Apostle and are sometimes lov-

ingly referred to aSaint Thomas Christians The first family Holy Resurrection sponsored was

Salwan Kareemanna(Father), Jandark Sulaiman
Faraj (Mother). Selvar SalwaKareem(Son) and
Selva Salwaikareem (Daughter). Salwan was 30
years old when he celebrated his birthday in late
Bridge Refugee Services of Knoxville (Bridge) was jyly. jandark is 31 years old. Her birthday is in
founded in 1982 as a nerofit organization March. Selvar is six years old. His birthday is also in

which works with the United Nations and church  \arch and Selva is five years old. Her birthday is in
sponsorships to assist refugees to come to the aygust.

United States.

Bridge Refugee Services

_ _ _ A word of explanation is warranted concern-
Prior to a family's arrival, sponsors arrange for 3 v 3 GKS FFYAf&eaQa yIvYSad

housing, household items, food, job inter- that in Iraq the wife does not take her hus-
views, and so on to help the family beginto 5| yRoa tFad yryY$S Fa KSI
make Knoxville their new home. are married. Hence, his last name Hgnna

_ _ _ _ and her last name iBaraj. Next the children's
The Bridge program includes a wide variety of |ast name Kareemd 02YS$a FTNRY { |

services, including case management, working ¢ kK S ND &  fJandaikis yamedSafter her
with volunteers, employment assistance, im- patron saintJoan of Arc.

migration assistance including family reunifi-

cation, adjustment of status from refugeeto = §F2NB (| 1Ay3 Fo2dzi {

permanent resident, overseas travel docu- f A FS§ A y GKS 'yYAGSR { Gl

ments and citizenship questions, and English at their life in Iraq before they fled their

as a Second Language (ESL) classes. Throughrmeland.

grant from the Tennessee Department of Hu-

man Services, Bridge continues to work with { | f 6+ vy WIFYRI Nl S {Sf dI

refugees after the initial resettlement period Iraq

is over, up through their fifth year in the

United States. Salwan was born and raised in Bagdad. He is
from a family of 10 children (six boys and four

In order for arefugeefamily which is defined  girls). Salwan has two family members in

asa family who flees their country to escape Yy 2 E@GAf £ S Ay Of dzZRAy 3 2 S

religious perseation can enter the United  who fled Iraq 13 years ago with his grandpar-

States they must meet two requirements. Sy & |yR {SN¥YAGEZ {Ff gl

First, they must have an immediate family been in Knoxville for about ten months. Sal-

member (relative) living in the United States. g y Q& 3INJI YRY2(GKSNI Aa vy

Next, they must have a sponsor. father and grandfather have passed away.

Holy Resurrection Byzantine Catholic Church  Jandark was also born and raised in Bagdad

_ _ _ and received her high school diploma in Bag-
Holy Resurrection Byzantine Catholic Church gaq. Coincidentally, she also is from a family

which uses the Holy Family Catholic Church of 10 children (four boys and six girls). Jandark
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has two sisters in Australia, two brothers in
Greece and one brother in North Dakota. Two
sisters who are too young to marry are home
in Iraq with their mother.

Jandark met and spent an afternoon with
Mother Teresa when she visited Iraq in the
MmppnQa G2 ai {FRRIY
2LISY 'y 2NLKIyYyF3aS Ay

After Salwan and Jandark were married they
relocated to Zakhu, Dohuk Governorate
(Providence) which is about 10 miles from the
Turkey boarder in Northern Irag. As Chaldean
Catholics they were seeking a safer place to
raise their children as Christians.

Fa |

WEYRFEN] 62NJ] SR

George Chaldean Catholic school. She taught

English. She told us she worked with two
GydzyyArASae o

Salwan worked as a body guard for a Chaldean

Catholic Bishop. Jandark told us that was the
main reason they were singled out and perse-
cuted by the Muslims.

The Iraqi police told Salwan and Jandark that if
they did not pay them money they, the police,

.nated &K bnk Gpeht Hinearhohthd indTurkishé

home and all their belongings and fled to a
Turkish refugee camp. They did this as Chris-
tians to defend their Catholic faith and beliefs.
They are very devote and dedicated Catholics
who are truliving martyrs who would most
likely been murdered had they stayed in Iraqg.

Shlwiad, Jéhdagk andl the childrén wée fdrfu-R
¢
refugee camps before they were permitted to
come to the United States.

You now know the background and circum-
stances surrounding one Iragi Chaldean Catho-
lic refugee family that fled their homeland and
came to the United States where they can
freely practice their religion without the fear

bfpbr@&@ANDE AR bid o {FAyd

Thank You God For The Opportunity to Help
an _lraqi_Chaldean Eastern Catholic Church
Refugee Family

The early Days for Salwan, Jandark, Selvar
and Selva in Knoxville

Salwan, Jandark and the children arrived in
Knoxville on January 9, 2009. They only had
three suitcases which contained their total

would kidnap and kill Selvar and Selva. She possessions including two wall hangings; one

said the police in Iraq are very corrupt and you
Oty &a3Si o0& oAlGK
have the money to payoff the police. She also
told us if you wanted someone killed all you
had to do is give a policeman $100 and it
would be done. How very sad and appalling.

Paul and Judy have experienced and seen for
themselves when the children see a police officer,
a police car or hear a siren they become extremely
frightened and have a terrified look on their face.
God only knows what these youngsters have ex-
perienced in Irag to cause such a high level and
genuine fear of the police.

The situation became so treacherous for Sal-
wan, Jandark and their children they left their

-3

2 dza (other of2zhéBhacred Adaii 6f AegFtiey wer

of the Immaculate Heart of Maryand the

e ;
met at the airport by the Holy Resurrection
Byzantine Catholic church sponsorship team
headed up by Richard Pinion. After an ethnic
dinner Richard took Salwan, Jandark and the
children to their new home a completely fur-
nished twoebedroom modest apartment
which is located near the intersection 640

and Broadway.

Richard and other members of the Holy Resur-
rection Byzantine Catholic church sponsorship
team helped Salwan and Jandark find a job
and become adjusted to living in Knoxville.
Bridge provided two English language tutors
to help them learn English. Selvar was entered



into Spring Hill Elementary school kindergar-
ten. He has now completed kindergarten and
the kindergarten summer school program. Sel-
var will be in first grade next fall and Selva will
go to kindergarten.

Jandark got a job in March. She works at Fort
{FYRSND&a blyye Fa |
extremely physical and difficult for Jandark.
She leaves for work at 4:00pm and arrives

believed God wanted them to do it. Paul con-
tacted Richard and arrangements were made
to meet with Richard and his wife and Salwan,
Jandark and their children at 6:00pm Mass at
Immaculate Conception on Saturday, Mdy. 9
Everything went well and we all agreed that
Paul and Judy would take Salwan, Jandark, Sel-

O fvap land ’s¥ivA tof dndRffofd 16:06am SFuRdAyl

Mass at Immaculate Conception. That was the
beginning to a wonderful and blessed friend-

back home at 2:00am. She pays $50.00 every ship.

two weeks for a ride to and from work.

Salwan finally found a job in early May at a
downtown hotel as a maid. It takes him one
hour to get to and from work on KAT busses.
His hours vary based on how busy the hotel is.
He may work as little as four hours to a full
eight hours plus overtime. His days off also
vary. He unfortunately usually works on most
Sundays.

Richard Pinion and his wife Vickie took Salwan,
Jandark and the children to and from Mass on
Sundays at the Holy Resurrection Byzantine
Catholic church in Seymour. It was about 20
miles that took almost 45 minutes each way.

God Sometimes Works in Wondrous Ways

In early May Richard Pinion sent ammeil to
Immaculate Conception, Sacred Heart and
Holy Ghost asking if there was anyone who
could take an Iraqi Chaldean Eastern Catholic
Church refugee family to and from Mass on
Sundays.

At Immaculate Conception the Knights of Co-
lumbusKnight Ridersassist people in need of
OGNy yaLR2NIFGAZ2Yy G2 I-yR
mail was forwarded to the KOC. The Grand
Knight of Council 645 which is made up of Im-
maculate Conception and Holy Ghost parish-
ioners sent it to all Council 645 members.

Paul received the-enail and talked with Judy
about it. They decided they could do this and
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Our New Best Friends

The next Sunday Paul and Judy went to Sal-
glyQa YR WFYRIN]Qa |
G2 alaao ¢KIFIGQa 6KSy
wan works most Sundays and could not go to
Mass with us. No problem. | explained to Jan-
dark that we could plan on going to 6:00pm
Mass on Saturday evenings so Salwan could go
GAUK dza (G2 alaao ¢KI(C
YR GKFdiQa ¢KIG ¢S RAR

After Mass Judy and Paul took Jandark and the
kids to Applebee's for lunch. It all worked out
great. After lunch we took Jandark and the
kids home. We had bought gifts for the chil-
dren- a NASCAR model for Selvar and a crawl-
ing doll for Selva. You should have seen how
happy they were with their gifts. It takes very
little to please these children.

While at lunch Jandark invited us to dinner the
next Saturday after Mass. She wanted to cook
an authentic Iraqi dinner for u$diOW GREAT
WAS THAT®f course, we accepted the invita-
tion and were excited about joining them at

their aEartment for an Iraqi dinner. . .
TNRY alaad wAiAOKIFNRQa
The national language in Iraq is Arabic which is
spoken by all Muslims. Only Chaldean Catho-
lics speak Chaldean. You might be wondering
about what kind of problems we had commu-
nicating in English with Salwan, Jandark and

the children. Actually it went fairly well. On a



scale of 1 to 10, 10 being the best, | would rate Dinner was AWESOME! Jandark is a wonderful
Jandark about an 8; Salwan about a 3; Selvar cook. First Salwan served an Iraqi appetizer he
about a 5; and little Selva about a 3 or 4. By had prepared. It was mashed garbanzo beans
the way, all you have to do is spend about 10 with tahine (sesame seed paste). He squeezed
minutes with Selva and | promise she will steal fresh lemon juice on top of it. WOW! Then
your heart. What a beautiful and loving child. = Jandark served a chicken and rice dish that
also had small meatballs in it. It was delicious.
Jandark really works hard to learn English. She
told me on her breaks at work she studies her Salwan called his brother Wesam and told him
Arabic to English dictionary that Bridge gave about our gift. He invited Wesam, his wife and
her. Selvar did well at learning English at their three month old new baby, Mary Rose,
Spring Hill Elementary school. Little Selva 2 gSNJ (2 YSS{i dzad { SNY
picks it up from her brother and television. brother also came over. It was great evening.
Salwan finally realized that in order to get a
job he has to learn English and he is now Having been in the United States for 13 years
working at it. Wesam speaks perfect English which was a

great help in being able to talk with Salwan.
The next Satur

day we all wen Before the evening was over Wesam invited
to 6:00pm Mas: WdzRe& FyR tlhdzZ G2 al NEB
at Immaculate { I8 was going to be in two weeks at Sacred Heart
Conception an( ‘el &y dislud y Cathedral at 3:00pm. Both Judy and | consid-
then to Sal ered this to be a great honor. Father Al Hum-
gl yQa | Ahelping hand ina time of need brecht was to perform the Baptism.
RIENJ] Q&
ment for din- The next Saturday we invited Salwan, Jandark
ner. and the children to our house for dinner be-
fore we all went to 6:00pm Mass. We wanted
Salwan had jus them to see our home so they would know
?noa:idhlzt ngdgv?/ni ., where we lived. Judy prepared a B&Q tur-

key for dinner which | think they all enjoyed.

The kids got to watch a Disney movie on our

large screen TV. We gave them the DVD so
they could watch it again on their TV which

town hotel and

had not yet re-

ceived his firs.

pay check. Richard told Paul Salwan and Jandar
were really struggling and having a difficult time Wesam gave them.

paying their bills. With one exception (Tenncare

health insurance coverage is provided for 10 After we all went to Mass on the following
months), once Jandark got her job in March all Saturday evening we took Jandark and the
financial aid from Bridge stopped. It was obviously children to Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sunday
difficult for them to make it on one paycheck at F2 NJ al NBE w2aSoQa ol LIA:
minimum wage. Paul talked with Judy and they after he got off from work. Words cannot de-
decided to help out by giving Salwan and Jandarka 5 S NR& 6 S K2 g 6 S| dzii A F dz
check. We viewed it as oulridge to help both
Salwan and Jandark out until both were getting
paychecks.

was. It was fantastic. What a wonderful, joyful
and blessed experience.



There were about 35 people who attended
the Baptism. After the Baptism an Iraqi dinner
was served in the parish hall. All the women
brought a couple of Iraqi dishes they had pre-
pared at their homes. It was alinbelievably
delicious. There was enough food to feed well
over a 100 people. When we were getting
ready to leave Salwan put together large
tray of about eight different dishes for us to
take home.

From You Friends

On Monday we invited two of our neighbors
2PSN) (G2 2dz2NJ K2dza$S (2
dinner. Everyone truly enjoyed the dinner and
it was a great chance to share with our
neighbors the wonderful experiences we have
had with our new Iraqgi friends, Salwan, Jan- Frank & Sharon Yollmer
dark, Selvar and Selva.

Paul & Judy Schmidt

Knights of Columbus

LiQa {2 adzOK a2NB Cdzy| i council 645
While our neighbors were at our house having B a2 ) Lay
I 3 NS | lj L NJ IJ A af S F l:l 1 may God Forever Bless You

that one thing Selvar and Selva really wanted
was bicycles. Frank Vollmer, my neighbor, said
when he was a kid his Dad could not afford to
buy him a bike. His grandfather bought Frank Words cannot begin to describe how happy
KAa TFTANRG oA1So ! uSlINJfRNSfFSOMLESR:mFS/’z‘[aQ% 19eR&A
he said this was a great opportunity for him to enjoyed the occasion more Selvar, Selva,
QL& Al ol Oléd CNIy| &mikiPaK & Jandadst The ehiidiers gotign
buy Selvar and Selva bicycles. Paul and Judythem right away and off they went. Selvar did
Frank and Sharon and the Knights of Columbus INB I d® IS G221 G2 KAaA
each paid onehird to buy Selvar and Selva U2 61 GSNE® [AGGES { St

bicycles and helmets. Frank and Paul delivered but got up and got right back on her new bike.
them to pyme o That evening the kids took their new bikes to

Selva bed with them.

and Selvi i S

the next =y ~ Judy and | now know what God means when
Saturday = T He tells us to give to the needy and the poor.
What e \ :

fabulous Dr. John Major Surely Understands This

experi- e~
ence! : \fE Richard Pinion informed me that Jandark was

ot experiencing severe tooth pain. Unfortunately




Bridge and Tenncare do not cover dental Pastor of Immaculate Conception) | thought
costs. his answer wagabulous.He saidh h ¥ O 2 dzN&
may not be able to understand her but God
Paul had heard that John Major who goes to ¢ A fJandedk went to confession in Chaldean
10:00am Mass at Immaculate Conception as and Father gave her absolution in English.
Paul and Judy did before meeting Salwan and
Jandark was a dentist. So after going to Our Prayers Were Answered
6:00pm Mass on Saturday evening with Sal-
wan and Jandark Paul and Judy went back to Jandark told Paul she really wanted Selvar and
10:00am Mass on Sunday. Paul talked with Selva to attend a Catholic school. Paul asked
W2KyYy |yR SELX I AYSR WIJidyfoNder®eélp addshie dakt ivith £afher Jdel o
asked John if he would see her at no cost. Father Joe told Judy there was no way Im-
John said yes. maculate Conception could help pay the chil-
RNBYyQa GdzAadGAzyo |'S G2t
WEYRFEN] OFffSR 5NXY alda2hHéuined 2GR w0 Stherffaniliés whdo |
LR2AYOGYSyd |yR tldzZ §2aldo ask& Nadr tuiion \Aistahcea Botd Pauk O
on the day of her appointment. John spent and Judy believed b hwas not an acceptable
over an hour with Jandark and was not able to answer.
FAYR GUKS OFdzaS 2F WFEYRFENJQa LIAYy®d |I'S adzalLlSOi
it might be an infection and prescribed an an- Paul and Judy then
tibiotic. It worked. After about 10 days Jan- met with Monsi-
dark was no longer experiencing paiFhank gnor Mankel at
you God and thank you Johnlohn, showed  Holy Ghost Churc

~ . o v L . : _q-Mansignor told
dza ¢ K| U Qa Cakhdlicsthélding Caiha dzt 4 Yy R| WdzReY LG Aa

—

lics in need. . ; )
diocesion policy
. ; . that no child will be
Immaculate Conception{ I t 61 Yy Qa | Y Bused a Catholic
WHYRI Nl Qa bS¢g | 2YS education because

the family cannot
After going to Mass at Immaculate Conception afford to pay the
for several weeks Jandark told us that she G dzA G A 2 y ¢|® t | dzf
really likes Immaculate Conception. She says it looked at Monsit

reminds her of St. George the church she at- 9nor Mankel and - o
tended in Northern Irag. She also said she tarfully askeda Ol y° €2 dz LJ Mdna-S K-
likes the Roman Catholic Mass better than the 9N°r saida 2 ¥ O Duzidysrs were answered.
Byzantine Liturgy celebrated at Holy Resurrec- I:'ttJe Selvaf now attends k'n.fj grgargeg at ASt.' Jo-

: ) . . aSLIKQa FyR fAGHEBG{ 6T Wi
tl_on_. She said the Roman Cath_OI'C Mass Is very Jandark and Salwan were thrilled when we told
similar to the Chaldean Catholic Mass. Salwan iyen the good news
and his family are now registered Immaculate

Conception parishioners. OK, Where Do We Go From Here?

One weekend Jandark asked me if she couldL 0 Q& & 2 deNAinkOJarglarkOsaid it all
go to confession in Chaldean. | told her | when she told Judy and Paul that she has no
would check with Father and let her know. family in Knoxville. She saddL I ¥n2 yiour
When | talked with Father Marcus (Associate  friend, butyou are my new familg.
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