Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
Resolutions 1990-2008
.

Church Commission

1990
WHEREAS we are concerned about the un-churched and the increasing number of inactive Catholics in our area, and


WHEREAS the recent Diocesan RENEW Process reinforced internal commitment of selves to the Church and prepared us for Evangelization;


BE IT RESOLVED that members of the DCCW will strive to be the Evangelists we are called to be through our personal lives.

1994+5
WHEREAS the Diocese of Knoxville has renewed its commitment to Evangelization and has implemented a new Evangelization Council


BE IT RESOLVED that we respond by acting as positive role models, recognizing opportunities to share our faith with non-Catholic and non-practicing Catholics.

1995
WHEREAS, on the approach of the Third Millennium and the celebration of the year 2000;


BE IT RESOLVED: that the best preparation can only be expressed in a renewed commitment to apply, as faithfully as possible, the teachings of Vatican II to the life of each individual.

1997
WHEREAS Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II urges us to prepare for the celebration of the Jubilee Year 2000; 


BE IT RESOLVED, that we, as Knoxville DCCW members, raise our fervent prayers to the Lord for light and assistance necessary for the preparation and celebration of the Jubilee Year 2000, and in the year 1997, we come to know Jesus more; 1998, the Holy Spirit; and 1999 God, Our Father.

1997
WHEREAS, the Knoxville DCCW recognizes that we are first women of prayer,


BE IT RSOLVED that we join with other Americans and participate in ecumenical celebrations of National Day of Prayer on the first Thursday of May each year.

1998
WHEREAS, the members of the Knoxville DCCW are Christian women called to commune with God daily,


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Knoxville DCCW proclaim a monthly day of prayer and fasting for the purposes of gaining God’s knowledge, peace and love, of strengthening our members for the work of Council, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Knoxville DCCW has available for our members suggested forms of prayer and fasting.
2000*  
Participation in the Jubilee

WHEREAS Pope John Paul II has designated March 25, 2000, Feast of the Annunciation and May 14, 2000, Mother’s day, as Jubilee days in the year 2000 to commemorate and celebrate the vocation and work of women in the Church, and


WHEREAS these days are set aside to reflect on the contributions women have made and continue to make in the life of the Church and in the world, and 


WHEREAS the Church will be encouraged to reflect on the challenges women face in living the Gospel in the new millennium,


BE IT RESOLVED: That the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) and the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (KDCCW) will support and assist women in celebrating these designated Jubilee days, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that NCCW/KDCCW will encourage participation in these celebrations by all women in the churches and in the world.

2000*
St. Edith Stein

WHEREAS on October 11,1998, Pope John Paul II canonized Blessed Edith Stein, a discalced Carmelite also known as Sister Teresa Benedict of the Cross, who espoused the philosophy that a love which suffers the Cross allows a growth toward perfection, and 


WHEREAS Catholic Church officials identify her to be the first Jewish born saint to suffer and die in a Nazi death camp, and


WHEREAS hers has been a voice that stands as a testimony to the profoundest values of human existence, the significance of the individual and the truths of faith that reconcile Christian and Jew, and oppressor and oppressed to heal a troubled world,


BE IT RESOLVED: That NCCW/KDCCW promote the study of her life as a precious example of holiness, empathy and heroic virtue in the midst of a culture of death, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That since Pope John Paul II stated that “she is a model for a life of real self-fulfillment and self-reliance deriving from the true and unerring solidarity with God,” that NCCW/KDCCW identifies her as a model for Catholic women.
2003
WHEREAS: the sexual abuse scandals within our Church continue to burden our hearts;


BE IT RESOLVED: The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women prays for peace and healing of the abusers, the victims and their families.

2003
WHEREAS Pope John Paul II has proclaimed a “Year of the Rosary” inviting Catholics to rediscover the rosary during the October 2002 through October 2003 observance, and


WHEREAS Pope John Paul II has stated that prayer is especially powerful as petition for peace and for the health of family, and 


WHEREAS Pope John Paul II has promulgated the addition of five “Mysteries of Light” that focus on episodes from Christ’s public ministries;


BE IT RESOLVED: the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women promote the recitation of the rosary in our daily prayer, and


BE IT RESOLVED: we promote the recitation of the rosary in our parishes, Catholic schools and Catholic organizations.

2003
WHEREAS: The Catholic Church is consistently a pro-life advocate;


BE IT RESOLVED: The Knoxville Diocesan Councils of Catholic Women actively participate in and promote the Spiritual Adoption of the Unborn Program in all affiliates from January through October 2004.

2005
WHEREAS: Pope John Paul II, in his fourteenth encyclical, Ecclesia de Eucharistia, offers a deeply personal reflection on the Eucharist as the central mystery of our faith, and


WHEREAS: The Church draws her life from the Eucharist,


BE IT RESOLVED: The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women pray that in re-discovering the Eucharist, we will be able to live fully the beauty and mission of the family, and spiritually embrace the intentions of Pope John Paul II expressed in this encyclical. 
2006
Promoting Devotion to Our Lady of Good Counsel

WHEREAS Our Lady of Good Counsel is the Patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women; and


WHEREAS the Church Commission of the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women has promoted the program “Getting to Know Our Lady of Good Counsel” during the past six months in an effort to make all members familiar with the legend and history of our patroness, 


BE IT RESOLVED that the story of Our Lady of Good Counsel be a part of all future KDCCW rosters, and


BE IT RESOLVED that we continue to promote the use of the Augustinian Father’s Hymn to Our Lady of Good Counsel at CCW gatherings and celebrations throughout the diocese.

2006
Understanding Stewardship

WHEREAS Stewardship is rooted in Scripture and lived out in our actions through time, talent and treasure; and


WHEREAS the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, following the model of the National Council of Catholic Women, responds through its programs with Gospel values;


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville DCCW affiliates commit to study, prayer and reflection to deepen our understanding of Stewardship in all aspects of our lives; and


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville DCCW continue to make good stewardship a component of all programs and activities.

Community Concerns Commission
2002
WHEREAS: In the document Responsibility, Rehabilitation and Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice the United States Bishops teach us that a, “Catholic approach begins with the recognition that the dignity of the human person applies to both victim and offender” (p.2), the Bishops call us to a renewed evaluation of our current justice system which they conclude “is broken in many ways.” (p.6); and


WHEREAS: Incarceration of women has increased 600% since 1980 (p.10), drastically affecting the lives of their victims which include their children, the stability of their families and society as a whole, and


WHEREAS: We are called by these words of Christ, “I was in prison and you visited me” (Mt 25:36) to respond with Gospel values to the needs of our brothers and sisters who are removed from family, church and society:


BE IT RESOLVED: The members of the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (KDCCW) work through its Community Concerns Commission and its affiliates to read and become familiar with the U.S. Bishop’s document, Responsibility, Rehabilitation and Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice, and that we will use the document as a guide for our actions and responses; and that we will use the document as a guide for our actions and responses; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The KDCCW through its Community Concerns Commission and its affiliates learn where women are incarcerated in area jails and prisons, find out what their needs are and meet those needs when and where we are able; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: members of the KDCCW through its Community Concerns Commission and its affiliates will affirm and support agencies and ministries which have established programs in prison ministry such as Catholic Charities, JPIC, and Dismas House.

2004
Rescue and Welfare of Children Exposed to Methamphetamine
WHEREAS: The Community Concerns Commission theme for 2004-5 is Rescue and Welfare of the Affected Children Exposed to Methamphetamine, and


WHEREAS: The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the National Council of Catholic Women chose our Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women as one of ten throughout the country to receive a grant to fund and promote the program which brings the environmental risks of children’s health to the forefront of our consciousness (CASE)


BE IT RESOLVED: That the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women actively participate in and promote the rescue and welfare of the affected children exposed to Methamphetamine in East Tennessee and the Children and a Safe Environment (CASE) training by implementation of the program in all affiliates of the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women.

2005
WHEREAS: Tennessee air pollution is creating and complicating health problems for all who reside in the state,


BE IT RESOLVED: The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women work toward preserving and enhancing the environment in Tennessee through providing information to our members and supporting legislation for clean air.

2007
WHEREAS, in 2006, the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (KDCCW) responded to the request of the Most Reverend Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz to aid in the recovery of the Diocese of Biloxi, MS, torn apart by Hurricane Katrina and;


WHEREAS, the KDCCW live out Matthew 25:35-40;


RESOLVED, that the KDCCW continue to respond to the request of Bishop Kurtz and to aid in the needs in the Diocese of Biloxi, through prayer, financial support, and hands on volunteer service.
Family Concerns Commission 

1990
WHEREAS we recognize the need for compassionate care of persons who are ill or infirm, and


WHEREAS persons who are caregivers need relief from their roles, and


WHEREAS we have a Christian commitment to the personal care of each other;


BE IT RESOLVED: that the DCCW pledge its commitment to the NCCW RESPITE program and seek ways to publicize and implement this program in parish affiliates.

1990
WHEREAS the DCCW is dedicated to affirming the dignity of human life from conception to natural death, and


WHEREAS the DCCW is dedicated to preserving family life based on Christian principles/ethics and ministering to family members in all stages of development, and


WHEREAS the spiritual and moral values of our people are being challenged through media impressions and pornography promotion;


BE IT RESOLVED that the DCCW will provide pertinent information to affiliate council members concerning medical, moral, ethical and legislative issues affecting Christian family living, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members respond to this information by promoting supportive programs and by petitioning legislators for affirming legislation.

1991+2
WHEREAS our society many times does not acknowledge the values and contributions of the elderly and infirm,


BE IT RESOLVED that DCCW reaffirm the dignity of all people through all phases of life and provide information and programs to promote positive attitudes toward the elderly and infirm members of our society.

1992
WHEREAS world events have created unusual situations affecting the emotions, economic and social well-being of families, and

WHEREAS migrant families many times suffer from social discrimination, government regulations and employer injustices,


BE IT RESOLVED that DCCW be cognizant of the impact these conditions have on all families and respond with Christian concern and support.

1996
WHEREAS, the Knoxville DCCW Family Concerns Commission believes that the family is the basic unit of our society which encompasses a person’s entire life;


BE IT RESOLVED, that DCCW will assist families in achieving truly Christian lives and preserve Christian principles in those areas that pertain to the welfare of all families; promote pro-life activities; advocate welfare reform that strengthens family life and human dignity; encourage drug and alcohol education, offer service and leadership opportunities to all women on all levels of Council; become family life advocates by better understanding domestic violence and fostering support for family members’ needs and concerns; preserve and strengthen marriages and assist single parent families; support the RESPITE program.

1997
WHEREAS, the Knoxville DCCW recognizes the need to raise our voices in the public arena, and


WHEREAS, the Families First Act being implemented throughout the state of Tennessee is affecting the lives of marginalized families, especially women and children,


BE IT RESOLVED that we continue to advocate for the least among us and pursue the common good.

2000*
Osteoporosis

WHEREAS the majority of private health care policies do not cover testing related to osteoporosis, and 


WHEREAS osteoporosis can be detected and prevented with increased public education and awareness, and 


WHEREAS the NCCW/KDCCW supports medical research for the prevention, early detection, cure and care of osteoporosis which strikes one in two women in their lifetime, causing suffering and limited ability to live quality lives,


BE IT RESOLVED that NCCW/KDCCW continue to support a national education program and advocate for the passage of a law that would identify bone density testing as a preventive measure covered by private insurance.

2002
WHEREAS: the Catechism of the Catholic Church instructs us “The Christian family is the first place of Education in prayer, based on the sacrament of marriage, the family is the “Domestic Church” where God’s children learn to pray “as the Church” and to persevere in prayer,”


BE IT RESOLVED:  The KDCCW Family Concerns Commission, through the parish affiliates, provide seasonal resources for family prayer experiences in individual homes as well as CCW gatherings.

2002
WHEREAS: parents are the first educators in faith, and responding to international concerns is both a Catholic teaching and a current event,
BE IT RESOLVED: The KDCCW Family Concerns Commission, through its affiliates, educate families about the National Council of Catholic Women/Catholic Relief Services partnership of international programs addressing the specific needs of women and children and provide suggestions for family involvement in these programs. 
2003
WHEREAS: the families is the “Domestic Church” and it is within the family unit that prayer begins, and


WHEREAS: it is within the family unit that children first express their faith, observe fidelity, and explore the possibilities of their future;


BE IT RESOLVED: The KDCCW Family Concerns Commission help parents by providing resources that encourage children to consider religious vocations as a life choice.

2006
Dignity of Life and End of Life Decisions

WHEREAS the world witnessed two completely different conclusions of life during the spring of 2005 in the deaths of Terri Schiavo and Pope John Paul II, and


WHEREAS the Catholic Church is a prophetic voice championing the dignity of life in all stages, and


WHEREAS knowledge and preparation are the keys by which individuals and families can safeguard this inherent dignity of life, particularly at the end of life, through well-formed moral decision making,


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women promote and encourage our members and brothers and sisters in Christ to discuss their wishes and to prepare legal documents in the event of permanently life-altering circumstances or terminal illnesses, and


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women share the Church’s love and respect for each person, as well as her teachings on life issues, with its members and all others in the community in the spirit of evangelization and hope in eternal life. 

2006
Campaign to End the Use of the Death Penalty

WHEREAS, in conjunction with John Paul II’s vision of a “culture of life” versus a “culture of death”: and


WHEREAS, in support of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ declaration to preach, teach and help Catholics think and act on the death penalty issue;


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women take action with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Campaign to End the Use of the Death Penalty in the United States,” through prayer, personal and Council educational programs and communication with legislators in response to legislative efforts. 
International Concerns Commission

1991+2
WHEREAS there is conflict in many places in our world, especially the Middle East, 


BE IT RESOLVED that we participate in and promote prayer for world peace.

1995
WHEREAS Bishop Anthony O’Connell has been elected to serve on the Board of Directors of Catholic Relief Services;


BE IT RSOLVED that DCCW pledge their commitment to promote awareness of issues concerning developing countries.

1996
WHEREAS the NCCW’s International Projects are known as the Works of Peace,


BE IT RESOLVED that each affiliated group of the Knoxville DCCW support the Works of Peace annually.

1997
WHEREAS, every Catholic woman of the Knoxville DCCW is an active member of NCCW, and


WHEREAS NCCW launched the WORKS OF RECONCILIATION at the October 1996 General Assembly;


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville DCCW, during the coming year, educate its members about the WORKS OF RECONCILIATION and support the project prayerfully and financially the affiliate, deanery, and diocesan level.

1998
WHEREAS we in the United States recognize that we are a part of a global economy, spending over $180 billion on apparel purchases of which 60% are imported, and


WHEREAS we see child labor and sweatshop abuses increase as large corporations roam the world in search of low wages, tax relief and no regulations, and


WHEREAS we believe that our global economy should reflect the Traditions of Catholic Social Teaching reaffirmed on the 100th Anniversary of Rerum Novarum: “Workers have basic rights---to decent work, to just wages, to for and join unions, and to economic initiative, among others.  The economy exists for the human person, not the other way around.”


BE IT RESOLVED that we maintain a “Season of Conscience” and try not to purchase merchandise produced by child labor or in sweatshops worldwide.


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we educate others and advocate for structural changes that will bring an end to the abuses of child and sweatshop labor in the United States and in the world.

1998
WHEREAS the Knoxville DCCW, through the NCCW Refugee Women Emergency Fund, will complete the $50,000 funding of the Blessed Bakhita Girl’s School Project in Narus, Sudan,


BE IT RESOLVED that we continue to pray for the girls and young women who will attend the school that will offer them both educational and spiritual opportunities for growth.

2000*
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children

WHEREAS “sex tourism” is the exploitation by adults of millions of children in foreign countries through prostitution, pornography, and trafficking of children for sexual purposes, and


WHEREAS Asian, Eastern European and Latin American countries are known as the destination for Americans seeking underage sex, and multiple U.S. companies offer “sex tours,” and 


WHEREAS the Internet serves as a tool for the distribution of materials featuring on-line child pornography,

BE IT RESOLVED: That the NCCW/KDCCW pledges to work with such organization as The Campaign to End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT-USA) to stop the sexual exploitation of children through education and the advocate for stronger international laws eradicating commercial sexual exploitation of children.

2000*
Forgiveness of the International Debt

WHEREAS the NCCW has raised its voice on behalf of the poor f the world for debt forgiveness by the Third Millennium, and 


WHEREAS debt forgiveness for the poorest countries does not represent new international monetary policy since debts owed by Jordan, Poland, Germany, Egypt and African countries have previously been forgiven, and


WHEREAS the U.S. has recognized that debt reduction can be sound foreign policy,


BE IT RESOLVED: That NCCW/KDCCW support the Catholic Campaign on Debt through educational strategies, advocating for policies that help forgive the debt burden and continuing to provide assistance to those in need through NCCW Works of Peace and Works of Reconciliation programs.

2006
Human Trafficking

WHEREAS, in 2000, the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women resolved to help stop the trafficking of children for sexual purposes through education and the advocacy for stronger international laws; and


WHEREAS human trafficking continues to impact the lives of an estimated 600,000 to 800,000 persons annually in the United States alone and millions more worldwide; and


WHEREAS slavery is a heinous attack on the God-ordained dignity of every human being;


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will continue to pray for victims of exploitation and slavery, and to promote and support educational and intervention initiatives aimed at liberating modern day slaves.

2007
AIDS/HIV Education


WHEREAS, more than 25 years into the AIDS epidemic, HIV and AIDS continue to exact a tremendous toll in Africa, the United States and around the world; and


WHEREAS, over one million children below the age of 17 in Africa have lost one or both parents to AIDS; and


WHEREAS, over one million persons in the United States are living with HIV;


RESOLVED, that the Knoxville DCCW support and encourage actions in terms of information, education and support to alleviate the situation for women and children who are AIDS victims or in danger of becoming so.


Reference Catholic Woman, July/August, September/October,November/December 2006

2007
NCCW/CRS Works of Peace and Reconciliation


WHEREAS, the International Concerns Commission of the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) has been for many decades a leading supporter of the Catholic Relief Services (CRS) programs of outreach to the poor and the marginalized around the globe, and;


WHEREAS, NCCW has partnered successfully with CRS via the Works of Peace and Works of Reconciliation programs to alleviate suffering in the pursuit of global peace;

RESOLVED, that we, the women of the KDCCW, will continue and intensify our efforts to promote and financially support the Works of Peace and Works of Reconciliation programs of NCCW/CRS now and perpetually into the future.

Legislation Commission

1993+4 WHEREAS, we, as Catholic women, are called to be informed, active, responsible citizens

BE IT RESOLVED: that all members of the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women take seriously their responsibility to be a vigilant and vocal electorate continually supporting those who promote and support legislation that upholds our moral values.

1995
WHEREAS, The Knoxville DCCW believes that each individual is a valuable human being, and that domestic violence is a sin against the human person and in most cases, is an abuse against women and children;


BE IT RESOLVED: That the DCCW will promote the Bishop’s pastoral response to domestic violence against women “WHEN I CALL FOR HELP,” will offer support to women and families who have suffered abuse; and will advocate for legislation that addresses the issue of domestic violence.

1996
WHEREAS, Our Holy Father Pope John Paul II reminds us “democracy serves what is true and right when it safeguards the dignity of every human person, when It respects inviolable and inalienable rights, when it makes the common good the end and criterion regulating all public and social life” and


WHEREAS, our Bishops remind us in their statement on Political Responsibility “In Catholic Tradition citizenship is a virtue and participation in the political process is an obligation.” And


WHEREAS, 1996 is an important election year in Tennessee and in these our United States, and


WHEREAS, NCCW is actively supporting voter education and voter registration


BE IT RESOLVED: that all DCCW women become informed, measuring every party platform and public policy by how it touches human life and human dignity, and


BE IT RESOLVED: that all DCCW women take seriously their responsibility to register and to vote.

1997
WHEREAS, the NCCW Board voted to support the NCCW Legislative Prayer Program, and 


WHEREAS, the program reminds us that advocacy is Ministry; a call rooted in our Gospel values that begins with prayer;


BE IT RESOLVED: that Knoxville DCCW actively encourage prayer for our elected political leaders at all affiliate, deanery, and diocesan gatherings, and


BE IT RESOLVED: that each individual KDCCW member pray for one elected political leader during the next year.  A written message of this ongoing prayer should be sent to him/her at least three (3) times.

1997
WHEREAS, the Knoxville Diocese includes many immigrant and refugee families as well as temporary migrant workers, and 


WHEREAS, proposed and current laws endanger the rights of immigrant and alien residents in our state and nation,


BE IT RESOLVED: that we oppose all legislation which discriminates against immigrants and alien residents and their children.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we endeavor to reach out to our immigrant brothers and sisters in Christ and establish programs which will promote a sharing of cultures and customs to foster greater acceptance.

2004
Children’s Environmental Health

WHEREAS children are uniquely vulnerable to varied environmental exposures which, during early development, can cause permanent, irreversible mental and physical damage, and


WHEREAS thousands of new chemicals are in commercial use whose toxicity has never been tested and whose potential dangers to children are unknown, and


WHEREAS most environmental health regulations are based on adult date and do not take into consideration the unique sensitivities of children,


BE IT RESOLVED: KDCCW support the inclusion of child protection in all environmental policy, and


BE IT RESOLVED: KDCCW support the health research on the effects of environmental toxic exposures on children, and


BE IT RESOLVED: KDCCW lobby for and support federal, state and local policies that help to build healthy environments for children.

2006
Pray for Supreme Court

WHEREAS there will be two new Supreme Court Justices serving the United States high courts, and


WHEREAS these Judges are called upon to make life changing decisions for our U.S. citizens;


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women contact our legislators pleading with them to support Supreme Court Justices who will work toward the end of abortion in the United States, and


BE IT RESOLVED that the Knoxville DCCW continually pray for legislation that will support and respect life in all stages.

2007
Tennesseans for Fair Taxation


WHEREAS, Tennessee under funds education to the tune of $2.1 billion when compared to our eight border states and;


WHEREAS, Tennessee’s public investment level in environmental protection, parks, and agriculture lags $300 million behind the region and; 


WHEREAS, virtually every public service in Tennessee lags behind the region in both public investments and performance;


RESOLVED, that the Knoxville DCCW sponsor letter writing campaigns to their state legislators asking them to support/co-sponsor the Food Tax Cigarette Tax Swap in 2007, and;

 
RESOLVED, that affiliate CCW groups sponsor Tennesseans for Fair Taxation workshops/speakers and talk with people in their communities about what fair taxation is and why we need it to adequately fund our public services.


Reference: TFT, Tiffany Hartung  www.yourtax.org
2008: To encourage preparation and participation in the November 2008 Elections.

WHEREAS, informed participation in the November 2008 General Elections in the United States is a moral obligation for all Catholics;
RESOLVED, that all affiliates of the Knoxville Diocesan of the Council of Catholic Women commit to actively work to provide information and candidates’ positions on issues of importance to the Catholic Social Teachings and beliefs and;

RESOLVED, that Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women members encourage and enable participation in the voting process by members of their parishes.

 Organization Commission
1991+2
WHEREAS, the effectiveness of the programs and resolutions advocated by DCCW is dependent on strong leadership and commitment of our Council, Deanery and Affiliate officers;


BE IT RESOLVED that all officers and commission chairmen in all rings of council avail themselves of workshop opportunities to enhance leadership development and which promote DCCW programs.

1993
WHEREAS: the National Council of Catholic Women offers a formulated plan of goals and objectives for councils to use as a developmental guide, and;


WHEREAS: The National Council of Catholic Women promotes council use of special programs designed to address certain needs, concerns and issues of the times,


BE IT RESOLVED: that all levels of councils within the umbrella of the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women strive to use the guidelines of goals, objectives and programs developed by the National Council of Catholic Women.
2003
WHEREAS: organizations are disbanding and women are not feeling a need to be involved in the structure of CCW,


BE IT RESOLVED: The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women implement the National Council of Catholic Women’s Mentoring Program with specific actions to encourage all parish women to be active members of CCW fulfilling the NCCW mission statement.

2006
Leadership and Development and Mission Statement

WHEREAS, the National Council of Catholic Women has changed the title of the Organization Services Commission to the Leadership and Development Commission, and


WHEREAS, the National Council of Catholic Women’s Mission Statement asserts, “The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its membership to support, empower, and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. NCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the Church and society in the modern world, “


BE IT RESOLVED: that the Knoxville DCCW affiliates in parishes, deaneries, and the diocese will include the recitation of the Mission Statement and the Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel at all meetings to enhance personal reflection and appreciation of the role(s) each woman serves as a member of the Council; and


BE IT RESOLVED: that the Knoxville DCCW will plan meetings, programs, service efforts and spiritual development activities to invite and welcome the participation of women of all ages, fostering Council’s continued leadership and development.

2007
NCCW Individual Membership Enhancement Program
WHEREAS, women of the Diocese of Knoxville affiliate with NCCW through the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (KDCCW) and;


WHEREAS, the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) has designated a new Join Us! Be Counted! Individual membership enhancement program and;


WHEREAS, Council membership serves to support, empower and educate women in spirituality, leadership and service;


RESOLVED, that the KDCCW affiliates in parishes and deaneries will extend welcome, invitation, and encouragement for women to participate in programs and activities on all levels of Council; and


RESOLVED, women of the KDCCW will support the promotion of NCCW’s Join Us! Be Counted! Individual membership program.

2008 
Membership Resolution:  To encourage affiliate membership in the National Council of Catholic Women


WHEREAS, Catholic women espouse values unique to our faith and need to have our voice and values heard in our communities, our nation and across our world, and;


WHEREAS, for our voices to be effectively heard, we must unite, and;


WHEREAS, our voices can be united and speak with a common bond grounded in our articles of faith through membership in the National Council of Catholic Women;

RESOLVED, that all parishes within the Diocese of Knoxville be affiliated with the National Council of Catholic Women through the initiatives of the membership committee.
Special Resolutions
1998
WHEREAS, the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (DCCW) recognizes Mother Therese of Calcutta as a role model and a servant of love,


BE IT RESOLVED: that the Knoxville DCCW members imitate her endless works of mercy.

1999
WHEREAS Bishop Anthony J O’Connell has served as the First Bishop of the Knoxville Diocese and Honorary President of the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women for the first ten years of our diocese;


BE IT RESOLVED that we extend our continuous love and gratitude to him for the care, leadership and support he has given to the people, churches and CCWs as Shepherd of the Catholic Church in East Tennessee.


BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that we will continue to dedicate ourselves to the needs, concerns and works of the Church and Council in the spirit of faith and love modeled by Bishop O’Connell.
2000*
Pope John Paul II

WHEREAS Pope John Paul II has continually recognized, promoted and supported women in service to the Church as well as all women of the world,


BE IT RESOLVED: That the KDCCW pledges our continued and prayerful support to him as earthy head of the Roman Catholic Church, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the KDCCW prepare a spiritual bouquet of masses, rosaries, sacrifices and prayers from our membership for him in recognition of the celebration of his 80th birthday on May 20, 2000.
2005
WHEREAS: The earthquake off the shores of Sumatra on December 26, 2004, was of a magnitude of over 9.0 on the Richter Scale and the accompanying tsunami caused extreme destruction to lives and properties throughout the Indian Ocean area, and


WHEREAS: Women and their families have suffered emotional trauma and sorrow at the loss of family and friends, as well as immense losses of physical properties and livelihoods in countless villages and hamlets;


BE IT RESOLVED: The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women support efforts of the National Council of Catholic Women and the international community to rebuild lives and communities by offering our prayers, assistance and support.
Although the KDCCW Resolutions have been listed under a specific Commission, the work and effect of the resolution often overlap and are best lived out by the combined work of several commissions.
Resolutions of 2000 marked with an asterisk (*) were presented and adopted at the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) Convention in Kansas City. Changes were made to the language to include the Knoxville DCCW.  It is important to note that all NCCW resolutions which are adopted at the organization’s bi-annual convention are, by affiliation, to be incorporated into the work and programs of all arch/diocesan councils. 

Compiled from Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Conventions by past KDCCW Presidents,     Suzanne Erpenbach (1999), Ann Respess (2005) and Ann Dennis (2007.)

Categorized and presented as an easily updated e-document by Jane Carter, KDCCW Vice President, Dec. 2008.
